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Course Description

This course introduces students to the foundations, processes and practice of public policy in India. It

equips students with conceptual tools to understand how policies are designed, justified, implemented and

evaluated within institutional, constitutional, economic, social and global contexts. Students engage with

real world applications through case-based learning and analytical exercises that translate theory into

practice.

Learning Objectives

During the duration of the course:

1.

To equip students with foundational concepts of public policy through a multi-disciplinary
approach.

To build the ability to read, analyze, and understand public policy documents.

To provide an evidence-based understanding of public policies in everyday life and understand
how social issues are addressed.
To develop an ethical and normatively grounded decision-making approach in the Indian public

policy context through case studies.

Course Outcome

On the successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

1.
2.

Identify key concepts, frameworks, and stakeholders of public policy.

Demonstrate the ability to communicate and present policy ideas using simulations and policy
exercises.
Apply critical thinking in public decision-making and recognize the political and institutional

dimensions of policymaking.



Course Schedule

Unit I (Sessions 1-5) Foundations of Public Policy

e Understanding Policy Process, Actors and Power
e Evidence and Argumentation; Application of Public Policy Concepts

e Science, Technology, and Innovation Policy, 2020
Practical Exercise (Group): Creating a policy map outlining the problem, actors, process,

evidence, and consequences

Unit II (Sessions 6-11) Constitution — The Supreme Document of Public Policy

e Constitution as the foundation of public policy, its salient features
e Constitutional values & policy choices, biometric and privacy policy

e Constitutional amendments and changing policy needs
Practical Exercise (Group): Analyzing a contemporary public policy issue and explaining

how the Indian Constitution shapes, guides, or limits that policy through a class presentation

Unit IIT (Sessions 12-16) Economic and Business Policy Interventions

e Overview of key economic actors and state—market relationships
e Structure of the Indian economy; Introducing basic economic indicators

e FEconomy and business in the age of Al
Practical Exercise (Group): Policy simulation on a contemporary economic objective Policy

instrument selection and distributional trade-offs

Unit IV (Sessions 17-20) Identity and Social Inclusion

e Understanding Identity and Inclusion
e Intersectionality, Structures of Inequality
e Public Policy and Representation

Practical Exercise (Group): Identify an identity-related issue within campus and develop a

policy proposal to address the issue using evidence and relevant examples

Unit V (Sessions 21-24) Indian Foreign Policy 101

e Foreign Policy in Public Policy — Determinants & Actors

e Evolution of India’s Foreign Policy; Key doctrines and concepts, Economic Diplomacy
and Trade Policy
e Emerging Frontiers in India's Foreign Policy; India's role in a shifting global order.
Practical Exercise (Group): Create a hypothetical national security scenario threat to India,
propose a policy response, and analyze the short and long-term consequences of their chosen

policy




Assessment Criteria

Component

Weight

Remarks

Attendance

15%

Ref: Policies for the Students Pursuing Minor in Public Policy

Class participation

10%

Marks Criteria for the sessions involving discussions

Absent/ non-participation

1to5

Responds to questions asked in
class by the lecturer -

offers straightforward information.

6to 8

Contributes to the discussions in the
class. Responds
thoughtfully to other students'

VIEWS.

9to 10

Read and refer to materials other
than the course

content and provide valuable
insights into the

discussions in the class.

Mid-Term

Assessment

30%

In classroom group presentation

Final examination

45%

Written pen and paper test during the sessional 2 examination
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